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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
INDIVIDUAL $40/YEAR  

FAMILY $75/YEAR 
(parents & dependent children; or grandparents & grandchildren)  

LIFETIME $1,000 
(payable over five years)

SEE WEB FOR DETAILS 
www.oldfortniagara.org 

wnypapers.com

Check it out!

      

WXRL RAMBLIN’ LOU TOURS
Let’s Have Some Fun!!!

CLASSIC 
COUNTRY

“Buffalo’s Home for Country Classics” 
WXRL 1300 AM / 95.5 FM  

& Streaming LIVE @ WXRL.com
For a FREE brochure, call 716-681-1313 

April 26-28  Lancaster, PA -  Amish Country - “Moses”

May 2-4 ARK / Boat Cruise - Kentucky

May 16-22 Memphis/Graceland/Nashville/Grand Ole Opry

June 26-29  Mackinac Island/Frankenmuth - Michigan

July 11-14 Amtrack Train Ride/Greenbrier Resort

July 25 Grand River (wait list)

Sept 11-15 Montreal/Quebec

Sept 20 Sprague’s/Seneca Alleg. 

  Casino w/$25 Casino bonus

Sept 27 Lucy Tour - Jamestown, NY

Oct 3-9 Great Smoky Mts/Nashville/Grand Ole Opry/

  Dollywed

Oct 15-19 Vermont/N. Hamp/Maine - Portland Lighthouse

Oct 25 Sprague’s/Seneca Alleg. Casino w/$25 Casino bonus

 Nov 14-16  Fest of Lights - Oglebay Park - Wheeling, WV

Nov 27-29 (New Dates) Lancaster, PA - 2 shows

   “Miracle of Christmas” & Amer. Music Theatre

SHARE YOUR MESSAGE CALL US AT 716-773-7676

LEWISTON-PORTER CHURCH DIRECTORY
Lutheran Church of the Messiah

Pastor Timothy Anas

www.messiahlewiston.org
Now Live Streaming

Come worship with us at 8:15am and 10:00am
Sunday School Hour at 9:00am

‘CHICAGO P.D.’
Q&A: LaRoyce Hawkins brings honor, trust, what’s right to ‘Chicago P.D.’ role, Chicago community

Behind the Screens with Joshua Maloni
The “Chicago P.D.” showrunners 

couldn’t have found a better person 
to play offi cer Kevin Atwater than 
LaRoyce Hawkins.

After all, it’s only fi tting a character 
described as “an honorable and 
trustworthy detective who stands for 
what is right and always puts others 
before himself” is brought to life by 
someone who, NBC noted, “spends 
his time off screen helping youth from 
disenfranchised communities follow 
their dreams and recognize their 
potential. 

“Harvey was a tough place to 
grow up and Hawkins shares his 
experiences and knowledge with kids 
who share a similar background. 
Through spoken word and speeches, 
he empowers them to use their stories 
to grow beyond their environment 
and avoid getting caught up in the 
fast life. He has partnered with We 
Day, Covenant House, the Salvation 
Army and Kicks 4 the City to make a 
social impact on both a national and 
regional level.”

Hawkins has brought his life experi-
ences to this role, giving power and 
grace to a member of the intelligence 
unit who’s had many challenges – 
both personally and professionally.

Atwater grew up admiring his 
father, but would later come to resent 
Lew (Erik LaRay Harvey) when the 
family patriarch is unexpectedly sent 
to jail – and denies family visitation. 
With his mother deceased, Atwater 
takes it upon himself to look after his 
siblings, Vinessa and Jordan. 

When the effects of the job – and 
the threats of criminals – start to 
mount, Atwater sends his charges off 
to live with an aunt.

Things only get worse at work, 
as Atwater draws the ire of fellow 
offi cers upon refusing to turn a blind 
eye to corruption.

Pressing through, Atwater purchas-
es an apartment building wherein he 
can provide safe, affordable housing 
to neighbors in need. … As well as 
Lew, who’s recently resurfaced with 
new details on his arrest. The two are 
trying to reconcile, but it’s a chal-
lenge.

In the next episode of “Chicago 
P.D.,” Atwater is doing handyman 
work inside his complex when an 
unspeakable crime is committed. In 

the process of trying to fi nd out what 
happened, he learns his father has 
ties to the victim and the offender.

Q: As a viewer, it’s been inter-
esting seeing this additional side 
of Atwater’s backstory. As a cast 
member – as the person who brings 
Atwater to life each and every week 
– what’s been interesting to you about 
this storyline?

LaRoyce Hawkins: The most 
interesting thing for me about this 
storyline was what it taught me. I had 
to learn how to embrace my imperfec-
tions. You know, LaRoyce had to learn 
that, and so did Atwater. 

It’s funny: Sometimes we can read 
these scripts, and we admire our 
character so much that sometimes we 
expect them to be perfect, right? And 
then when they’re not perfect, I think 
sometimes the artist can make the mis-
take of wanting to make them perfect. 
And I almost went down a dark hole 
trying to make Atwater as perfect as 
possible in this episode; and I was 
thankful for the reminder that humans 
make heroes – and not the other way 
around. 

Hopefully, in this episode you 
notice Atwater in landlord mode. You 
know, he’s not the cop. He’s the land-
lord that’s doing his best to provide 
the best service that he can to his ten-
ants. And to improve a neighborhood 
and a community that he knows can 
be better. And before you know it, 
something dark happens. And he’s a 
little thrown off. And we see Atwater 
have a very human experience before 
we see Atwater warm up into the 

hero that he has to be to solve the 
case and save lives. 

This episode, for me, I just want it 
to feel real, and I wanted that journey 
to be evident – not to put the cart be-
fore the horse or play the end at the 
beginning. There’s some things that 
we’re still listening to Eriq La Salle, 
and picking up lessons that he was 
putting down.

Q: I appreciate you sharing that 
with me. You mentioned there’s some-
thing that is very dark and troubling 
that happens at the beginning of the 
episode. Tell me about what Atwater 
encounters. You mentioned the rela-
tionship with his father, and the chal-
lenge he has as the building owner. 
Tell us more about what he encounters 
and what sets this episode off.

LaRoyce Hawkins: Atwater is 
a little spread thin, doing his best to 
maintain his building, to the point 
where we even see him doing repairs 
himself. We also know that his dad 
lives in that building, and he can 
keep an eye on his father – but at the 
same time, him and his father aren’t 
in the perfect pocket where they com-
municate that much. 

And so, you’ll see not just miscom-
munication, but missed communica-
tion over time, that they have to 
navigate as Atwater learns more 
about his dad – as he’s trying to fi g-
ure out a case. To learn certain things 
on the fl y can be a little weird and 
uncomfortable. So, I think there’s also 
a dynamic between the unit and At-
water’s father where he fi nds himself 
being caught in the middle, and not 
necessarily knowing how to communi-
cate one thing one side to the next, in 
order to maintain balance. I think he 
struggles with that, as well. 

Plus, there’s lives on the line, 
especially the life of a young kid who 
he sees great potential in, but also 
knows that he’s on his way down a 
very dark road, if he doesn’t make 
certain decisions. And it’s up to Atwa-
ter to help him fi gure that out. 

“Chicago P.D.” airs at 10 p.m. 
Wednesdays on NBC, and streaming 
the next day on Peacock.

•Read the full Q&A online at www.
wnypapers.com.

‘EATING OUT WITH ERIC & STEVE’
Behind the Screens with Joshua Maloni

It’s too bad the expression, “Food, folks and fun” is already taken – 
because what a great title that would be for the new podcast cooked up 
by TV stars Eric McCormack and Steven Weber.

In “Eating Out with Eric & Steve,” the two longtime friends and charter 
Character Actors Dining Society members “yack and snack with their 
favorite show biz friends to share behind-the-scenes stories of their lives in 
entertainment.” 

The Hazy Mills-produced podcast debuted April 5 with guests LeVar 
Burton (“Roots,” “Star Trek: Picard,” “Reading Rainbow”) and Richard 
Kind (“Spin City,” “East New York”), who joined McCormack (“Will & 
Grace,” “Travelers”) and Weber (“Wings,” “Chicago Med”) in tales of 
starting out, breaking out, striking out and, of course, eating out.

Additional season one guests include:
√ Bryan Cranston and Julie Bowen
√ Tony Shalhoub and Peri Gilpin
√ Lucy Davis and Alfred Molina
√ Rob Morrow and Noah Wyle
√ Rachael Harris and Yvette Nicole Brown
√ Jason Alexander
√ Rachael Leigh Cook and Kevin Pollak
“Eating Out with Eric & Steve” is a delicious dish of “inside baseball” 

industry workings with a sizeable side of access into the lives of some 
of Hollywood’s hardest-working actors. The stories in episode one were 
interesting and funny, and the hour breezed by – as it often does when 
friends get-together to catch up.

New episodes debut every other Wednesday on Apple Podcasts, Spo-
tify, and anywhere podcasts can be found.

Weber said, “I have to say that Eric is the one that approached us, and 
he was approached by (‘Will & Grace’ co-star) Sean Hayes, who produc-
es this and does ‘SmartLess’ and ‘HypochondriActor,’ among others.

“I mean, the appeal was that we like to talk; we like to eat; we like 
to talk to each other, and talk to our friends. And, you know, everybody 
had a podcast. So, we thought ‘Eh, why not get into it?’ But the more we 
talked about doing it, the more we wanted to do something a little differ-
ent. And it kind of evolved into ‘Eating out with Eric & Steve.’ ” 

McCormack said, “And also, like so many podcasts, it evolved out of 
the lockdown. We were missing our friends. We were missing restau-
rants. We were missing any kind of experience that was not just, you 
know, heating up TV dinners in our own homes, and washing them fi rst in 
dishwashing liquid. So, it was a bit of fantasy. For me, it was like, ‘I just 
want to sit down with the guys that we used to go out with.’ And we’d do 
it over Zoom, but it was not the same. And so that’s why the title evolved. 
It’s like, ‘We just want to eat out again.’ 

“And we have this wonderful group of men, two of whom were on that 
fi rst episode – Richard Kind, LeVar Burton – that we have the greatest times 
with, and the most hilarious conversations over a meal in a restaurant.”

He added, “We have two actors on – four actors are talking – and the 
stories that come out are stories that I want people to hear. We’re not sell-
ing our latest product. … 

“It’s almost the act of saving something for posterity, these stories: how 
Bryan Cranston got into it, or how Julie Bowen got ‘Modern Family.’ I 
love these stories. And I think people that love the shows, and are sort of 
our age, will love it. But young people hearing older actors talking about 
their experience, I think, is really valuable, too.”

•Read the full Q&A online at www.wnypapers.com.

“Eating Out with Eric & Steve” graphic courtesy of Lippin Group

LaRoyce Hawkins as Kevin At-
water. (NBC photo: Lori Allen)
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